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RETHEA is a girl of the tenement district, living alone In
¥ow 'Grk City. !ez whole soul's intaxgnt ia in her people, == : She
psey}.s a2f the slume, -~ whose bn.ttlas she fightes with all her mzaizt.
Her sole aim in 11fs 18 to galr juetice for them from the poxerful
ones of the earth. This spirit ahe hne inherited from bher father,zho
gave his life to the cause o7 the working-people.

Rethna's determination to rize sbdave har poverty cauees her
to Zind employsept in 2 faglory,vhers she ognin atrives %o aid her

i

pecple. Ths factoryis ovned by Henry Burke, a micerly hard asn, whose

only interest im his employees is the money which their wuxrk brings



bim, Bh'givas them harsh treatment and uneanitary conditions under
which to work aad there is s growing spirit of rebdllion among them,
He has twovgrawa sons, Harry and ¥alter respectively. Harry ie a
spenrdihrift and wants nothing from his father but money. ¥alter is
of a different mold, a fine fellow,vho b=a through his own efforts,
become & succersful lawyer,much asgsinet the wishee of his father,

Henry Burke w#ants hies younger zon to éaa& into the bﬁt,:ces with him,
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but Walter refuses %o be comnacted with ae IL»‘OI}, GHBE  Barw e~
ing conditions and they have a juarrel during which the father tells
$1n sone that he never wants to see h&a face agaln.
Rethna =and the forsman af the factory are the instigators

of the grovirg rebellion among the employees. One dasy one of fagtory
zirls faimte and Rethmn and the foremsn take her to Burke's office,
xherﬁ Rethna begs the 0ld asn %o prevent such occurences in the future
by giving the workers more sun and sir. Burke refuses and-discharges
Rethnn for haer impertinence. Rethna passionately declares that she ia
younger than he or she would beat Wia with her fiets,but there sic
other wayu to du it and ehe %11l Tind them, Barry ie present,having
come to ssk his father for more monsy, and, attragted by the girlts
apirit =nd beauty, he follows her cut and aske if he can hélp her.

She allows him to take the sick girl and herself home im his oar.
There he views her sordid sarroundings and aake her 1f ske wants %o
leave i% and have a chance to help her people and she calmly answvers
*Yea®,

Latar,- Rethna is seen presiding st gny parties in her beautiful

apartments, but her heart is still with her peopla, She cpepnds her

time with them and most of the money she gets from Harry zoes to give
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thnﬁ_édéfcrta. Horzy, drz#an o desperation by her unreeponsiveness ©
his now real affectisn and his fallure to provide the monay ehe
conetantly demands,hae tegum to use morphine, His father has stopped
supplying him+ith cash and he appeale to Walter, =ho has pity on him
and gives him money. Harry buys Rethns a present and shen he takes

it to her, che gquarrels sith hiﬁ beonuse he didn't bring her mon
instead, »nd Harry Yeaves, He has provided s tutor for gér and sgi

has progreseed rapidly in her studies. She stiil occupises her

apartuent and continue *:r work among the temement people.

¥alter Burke, mow district attorney, goc2e down into the siums
to "get a line on" a gang of toughe =nd be is shot at by meabers of

the geng. Rethna, coming out of = tenement, gets in rsnge =nd ls
s1ightly woundsd in the shoulder. Walter takes her to her hoame in

his car and shen he phones for a dootor she learns his name. Rethaa
inmediately determines to fimish ihe wark she has begun by playing
Zalter as she 2i4 Harry, 1f it 1s poseible for thie ome of the

"other ways® by vhich she ia zoing to *beat” Henry Burke. She recovers
guickly from her weusd and continuea ber netivity in planning with
tha forsman, the cempaign against the faotory owner. Walter'a
i#tare;t [ Tisr grows and about a aonth ftar thelr first mesting, be
§t§p§ses‘ta her and she accepte bim. '

Some time later, murried to ¥Falter, vho loves her deeply,
Rethna's thought iz 2%ill nothing but money, - mensy for her suffering
people. The foreman comes to her unexpeotedly ons night when her
busbend is out and %el = her he =must have more soney 1o carxy out their
plane., PFhe hae no meney, but finally thinks of some jéwala she hae,
¥alter'as preeent o her, and decldes fo give them to him. She goes

uratasirs after them leaving the foreasr standing 2% the Toot of the

atalrs in the dark. In the =santime,¥alter returns, =nd the faroman,



heaiing‘hia coming, steps out thru a,long window onto a-halcony.
Walter comes into the dark hall and sees the foreman's shadow on the
floor, then hears his wife on the staire., He stands atill in the §pct
where the foreman had stood and Rethna comes doﬁn.the stairs an& puts
the box of jewels into his hand, thinking he is the foreman.Walter
switches on the light, takes in the situation and springs on the
balcony, but the foreman has fled. Walter demands an explanation, but
she only laughe and says: "You poor f0ol¥, --do you think I married

you because I loved you}"Walter believes che has been untrue to him
and she leaves him daged and grief-stricken.

Later she is shown entering the faotory with the foreman to
make one last appeal to Burke to better comditions in the factory. He
refuses to concede anything to them and the foreman ordere the :
workers to walk out. They do so and Burke follo®s them to the door and
shouts at Rethna: "This is your work, and I'11 have the law on you for
it!* This enrages the already seathiﬁg mob and they begin throwing
rocks at Burke. He rétrsats to his office and in his extremity,“phones
for hie sc# Walter. The stones begin coming through the viﬁdow and
the 0ld man falls with an attack of heaxrt fallure, just as a brick
ftrikes the oil=-stove,tipping it over and setting fire to %he room.
Rethna sees the smoke and runs into the building. She is irying to
drag the 0ld man out when Walter drives up and seeing the fire in
the office, rushes in and meets Rethna with his father. They take
him out thru the back window into Waltexr's car. As they are dxxXx
driving away, a flying stone crashes thru the car window and strikes

Walter on the head. Rethna tskes him in her arms and orders the
driver %o go to Waller's home., Walter isn't seriously injured and

when he recovers, Rethna makes up her mind to tell him everything abod
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herself.'w 2 goss %o Nhere he l1ies on tha couch in the 11brary and
knaslia;~beaiﬁe him, begins har story.

: Hesnwhile,Barey,fortifisd by dope and almost orazed with
jenlousy, has traced Rethns to talter'u home, He ereepe up and peers

through the window at them as Rethns ia making her confassion. Then
his inetnlty overpowers him and he seeke entrance into the housae.
Her story “inished,Rethna rises snd moves slowly o:t of the room,
leaving ¥alter dumd with angaiai ané unable to canprahéad that
Rethna had belonged to snother, =-his brother. Rethaa nandqra dcxa
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«pd sses thru the window, He goss to the diming room door =nd demsnds
sntrance., Yhen she lets him in, he grabe her by the fhroat and forces
~her bock against the wall, threatqning to kill ker. She is passive, mot
seeming to care ¥hat he does to her, Even telling him %o go shead and
take her 1ife. He graps a candle stick on the eide~board to atrike Der
#ith, and ns he pulls it toward bim, ke overtures = box of nut=-picks.
One falls and sticke in the floor »nd as he sces thie nnd Rethna,
siand!ng ageinet the door #ith srams outetretobed, he i etruck with an
ineans ides. Orssping the candle®stick nnd nut—pieka, he najle her
hznds $o0 the door snd starts $o nsil her feet, but tefore he van d0 80,
the herratcf‘ hies =ct comes over hzm and he szlaggers to his feet snd
ruchat aut._

Through the lisg night Rethna heeds not the sorture of her body
in the anguish of her zoul. Bhe seag heresl? ze che really is and
knows that without her hushand's love the future bolds nothing for her,
¥alter, too, haz euffered during the 2ight and with dswn comes the
rezlization thet ke lovee Rethnk »nd wante her, bo matter*what her past
has been. He goss $5 har xooa and on his way, zlope to see his Tather,
sho ssys, with » feebls, th;uhh cocaful smiles "I =asm =1l wrong but

I am all right, now,* ¥alter pasees on, but not finding Rethna in
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ey rogm, wandsrs thraug%'tﬁa koues snd Tinally comesr to the
dinipz room, Mesmohils Barry, In kxy room, ie awakeped Trom his
stuper bty a terridle dresm snd rsslizes whet ke has done, He
ruches out and makes Ris way to Walter's home, Walter hae
released Rethna and earrying her $o the 1ibrary couch, tries to
get her ta tel), who committed the Tlendieh deed. Fhe will not
$211 him, but 2s ke locke up ke sgétiﬁarry‘a fact at the window

__ard knowe by Yir axpressior thet Bar- s tha ~uiltw me  Them

berturns e Bethna =nd taking her temderly iz his srms, telle her
that he understandes apd thet the past Is buried forevesr.

THE END




